Flight Radiotelephony Operator's Licence (FRTOL)

This is to help student pilots who have no CAA issued radio licence understand what to expect as they work towards a Radio Licence to use the radio in an aircraft. There is a separate licence required to operate an Aeronautical Radio from a ground station.
Why do I need a Radio Licence
To transmit from an aircraft (or a ground station) on an aviation assured band, the operator requires a Flight Radiotelephony Operator's Licence (FRTOL) issued by the CAA. Typical aircraft equipment which requires a FRTOL are VHF Radio (or UHF if using Military Frequencies) and SSR Transponder. When learning to fly, or under instruction at any point, a student uses the radio through their instructor’s licence. A radio licence is not mandatory for a pilot holding an NPPL to fly a microlight, however one is required for operation at Goodwood Aerodrome.
Learning RT Communication
Student pilots will pick up the basics of radio operation and communication from their instructor during the course of their lessons as it’s a necessary part of integrating the skills of Aviate, Navigate, Communicate. It is normal to struggle initially as the brain routinely does not process audio in high workload or stress situations, such as early lessons whilst a student is concentrating on just flying the plane.

The student in addition to the practise of routine aircraft operation, must be familiar with emergency operations, phraseology for zone transits and accessing controlled airspace which are not needed at Goodwood. There is a reasonable amount of theory as well as standard phraseology to be learnt, and most students take theory lessons. These can be one to one with an instructor, a classroom course or online. These courses place the context and intent of communication in co-ordination with the correct phraseology.

What exams do I need to take?
This depends on what pilot’s licence is being applied for?
All licences require:-
· A practical examination conducted by a licensed radio examiner; and 
· An assessment of the level of spoken English the applicant can achieve by a CAA licensed assessor; and 
· A passed communications theory examination.
The needed theory exams depends on the licence type:
· PPL requires a formal communications examination as one of the necessary theory exams; or 
· NPPL requires a communications examination which can be done on the day of your practical examination with the licenced radio examiner.
What do I need to take to the exam?
Confirm details with examiner however at a minimum:
· Practical Test Training Syllabus – Record of Completion – FORM SRG 1171
· CAA Number, CAA Reference Number, for example the Reference in CELLMA for Pilot Medical
· Photo ID
· Photocopy of Photo ID
Examination Conduct
Allow a couple of hours for the exam. The charges will be set by the examiner and paid directly to them.
Theory Examination
If required for the NPPL the theory examination is 12 multiple choice questions to be done in 20 minutes. 

Practical Examination
The practical examination which takes up to the duration of the simulated flight. It mimics a real flight. The route is chosen to be one in an area that the student is not familiar from their practical flying.

The first part of the exam is for the student to workout which air traffic unit they would call and on what frequency to make that flight. This is then presented to the examiner who assesses the list. Note any special airspace unfamiliar to yourself such as Radio Mandatory Zones.

The practical examination mimics a real flight with the student acting as pilot and the examiner as ATCO/FISO as required. The flight itself is from engine start to engine stop and will include emergency both Mayday and Pan calls plus cancellation.

Post Examination
The Examiner will complete the form attesting to your radio performance including language assessment. Get the examiner to attest that you id is you on the photocopy, as this will be required for the licence grant by the CAA.
Application
The application is online with the CAA and its not unexpected for it to take three weeks for issuance of the licence to arrive. There is no charge if adding the FROTL to a Flight Crew Licence, although there is a charge for courier delivery.
Licence Issue
An NPPL(m) holder issued by the BMAA (current licences) will have a standalone FROTL issued by the CAA.
A PPL holder will have the FROTL issued as part of their first licence issue.

